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1 . 13 This communication is responsive to 2/22/2005 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-30 . 

3. S The drawings filed on 10 May 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a) 13 All b)nSome* c)nNone of the: 

1. 13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Reasons for allowance 

1. This communication is in response to applicant's 02/22/2005 amendment in the 
application of Abrahamsson et al. for a "Encoding and decoding of a digital signal" filed 
05/10/2001 . This application claims foreign priority based on the application SE 0001728-5 
filed May 10, 2000 in Sweden. The proposed amendments has been entered and made of record. 
Independent claims 1, 15, 29 and 30 have been amended to better point out and more distinctly 
claim subject matter comprising the invention. 

6. Claims 1-30 are allov^able as evident by applicant's amendment. 

7. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The closest prior art 
of record fails to disclose or suggest the steps of lossless encoding the quantized digital samples 
through selection from a set of binary representations, the set being optimized for the prediction 
samples. The closest prior art of record also fails to disclose or suggest wherein table look-ups 
are performed with a quantized digital sample for generating two quantization region boundary 
levels corresponding to the quantized digital sample, wherein the levels with the common 
generated prediction value and another table are mapped onto a pair of likelihood values that are 
used for lossless encoding the quantized digital sample; wherein the table with code words is 
chosen among several tables with code words based upon the generated prediction sample, and 
the specific entry is derived as the entry corresponding to the quantization index of the quantized 
digital samples; wherein the encoding is performed by a multiple description encoder, which 
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multiple description encodes each block of the blocks of digital samples with multiple block 
description by performing the steps of encoding method individually for each generated block 
description, as recited in claims. The instant invention, in combination with the other claimed 
features, improves upon the Prior Art by providing a method and system for decoding of a digital 
signal and its block of digital samples received from a packet switched network. 

8. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Man U. Phan whose telephone number is (571) 272-3149. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday from 6:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu, can be reached on (57 1) 272-3 1 55. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 

10. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
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applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about 
the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto. gov . Should you have any questions on access to 
the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at toll free 1-866-217- 
9197. 



MPhan 



06/21/2005 





